LAB NOTEBOOKS


You will be expected to maintain a lab notebook for this course.  The requirements for the notebook are given below.

1. The lab notebook must be a bound book such as a composition notebook or a spiral notebook.  It is useful to have grid paper for drawings and a science notebook is probably the best choice.  It should not be more than a typical “one subject” notebook.

2. You are to bring the notebook to class EVERY class meeting.

3. Each entry in the lab notebook should begin with the date and time, the title and a brief description of the class activity, and the names (first and last) of your team members for that day’s activities.  If a team member is absent, make a note accordingly.

4. Each activity requires data taking and the making of observations.  Each individual is to keep a record of the lab activity in their notebook.  This entails drawing circuit diagrams, writing down recorded measurements along with an explanation of how the measurement taken and its significance, and recording observations as the lab progresses.  Observations are things you notice or learn as you progress through the activity.

5. Each entry should end with the time and a notation of next steps or a “to do” list.

The notebook grade will be derived using the following rubric:

	4 – Excellent
	3 – Very Good
	2 – Good
	1 – Fair

	· Each entry begins and ends with the required information

· All data is neat and clearly labeled with units

· Circuit diagrams are neat and included when appropriate

· Logical observations are made that show the status of the author’s progress and understanding

· A meaningful “to do” list is included
	· Each entry begins and ends with the required information

· Data is almost always neat and labeled appropriately

· Circuit diagrams are readable and present when appropriate

· Most observations are meaningful and show a reasonable understanding of the lab progress

· “To do” list is included, is generally insightful, missing important info
	· Entries are missing some required information

· Data is included but may be difficult to follow or are not labeled with units

· Circuit diagrams are not always included when it would be appropriate to do so or are messy

· Some observations are made but may not explore all the issues expected

· “To do” list is not especially insightful
	· The entries neither begin nor end as required

· Data is messy and difficult to follow

· No circuit diagrams are included

· No meaningful or useful observations are made

· No evidence that the author understands the process and it’s next steps


Created by Leah M. Akins, Ph.D.

Created on 8/30/02 


Last Modified on 7/21/03

